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As the university launches its 
annual March Gladness fundrais-
ing campaign, a new survey will 
assess just how #GladXavier stu-
dents actually are.
The most thorough Climate 
Survey the university has ever 
offered will become available on 
March 1. Students, faculty and 
staff  are encouraged to take the 
In an effort to make Xavier 
University’s campus more ori-
ented to student life, Xavier 
has added and renovated spac-
es like the Xavier Lawn, Hoff  
Dining Commons, Alter Hall, 
the Gallagher Student Center 
(GSC) and the Conaton Learning 
Commons in the past decade 
alone. This summer, another 
change will come when the uni-
versity revamps the GSC’s layout 
to create more spaces for stu-
dents to spend their time when 
not in class.
currently houses the Xavier 
Bookstore will be split up into 
two sections: one for the book-
store and one for a student 
lounge. This change comes af-
ter students voiced concerns 
this fall about the lack of  avail-
able space on campus for club 
programming.
Associate Provost and Chief  
Johnson said this change will 
have an impact on day-to-day 
student life.
“We have long wanted to in-
crease the space available for 
student life.  Space is one of  the 
most important assets we have to 
help students make Xavier their 
home,” wrote Johnson. “When 
Follett opened their new book-
store in University Station it cre-
ated an opportunity for us to de-
velop this new space (which we 
are very excited about),” Johnson 
said in an email.
The new area will feature 
several assets which will create 
prime space for clubs to host 
events and hold meetings and for 
students to simply hang out and 
relax. 
“The space will have a stage 
for performances and big screens 
for movies or presentations.  It 
will serve as a living room where 
students can relax, a perfor-
mance space, a space for cele-
brations and big events, a place 
for students to hang out with 
their friends, and a space where 
students can meet up with a fac-
ulty or staff  member for a cup 
of  coffee and conversation,” 
Johnson said.
Construction is not going to 
interrupt the daily student opera-
tions that take place in Gallagher 
and is scheduled to be completed 
by fall 2016. 
“The majority of  the con-
struction will be done over 
the summer.  The new student 
lounge/student event space 
should be ready to go at the be-
ginning of  the coming fall se-
mester! The new student space 
will occupy just over what is half  
of  the current bookstore space,” 
Johnson said.
Rumors circulating about the 
displacement of  the bookstore as 
a result of  this new space are in-
accurate, Johnson said. 
“The bookstore will continue 
to have a presence in the GSC; 
it will simply occupy half  the 
space it previously had,” he said. 
“Students will still be able to 
buy books, school supplies and 
convenience store options right 
in the GSC.  As well, the book 
store will continue to have loca-
tions in University Station and in 
Cintas.”
Administration had student 
input in the design and layout of  
the space to gauge how to best 
create the new environment. 
“Over the past year, we have 
worked with students across 
campus to design this new 
space,” Johnson said. 
If  everything goes as planned, 
the new academic year will usher 
in an even more accommodating 
campus designed by students, for 
students. 
BY MAX  BRUNS
Staff Writer
survey to provide insight on the 
state of  the Xavier community. 
Xavier partnered with an out-
side consulting company, Rankin 
& Associates, to formulate the 
survey and tailor it to this cam-
pus. The consultant will analyze 
the data gathered and offer mul-
on campus in the fall. These pre-
sentations will include three sug-
gestions on how to improve the 
campus climate. The consulting 
service cost the university about 
$64,000.
About 16 focus groups with 
77 student, faculty and staff  par-
ticipants helped the consultants 
get a feel for the community and 
construct a survey that meets 
Xavier’s needs. The focus groups 
addressed the experiences of  
people of  different races, sexual 
-
tions, among other categories.
For the data to be usable, the 
consultant needs 30 percent of  the 
campus community to participate 
in the survey. Thus, some classes 
and clubs will designate special 
times to take the survey together. 
On average, the survey will take 
about 30 minutes to complete. 
“I think we should strive to 
do better than 30 percent,” Taj 
Smith, Director of  the Center for 
Diversity and Inclusion (CDI), 
said. 
Both the CDI and the Title 
that the survey uses language that 
students will understand. For ex-
ample, the survey shouldn’t use 
the term “street harassment” if  
many students are only famil-
iar with the term “cat-calling,” 
Smith said.
GSC changes create space for clubs
Climate Survey guages student satisfaction



















tor Jessica Griggs 
talks why hating the 
Kardashians for who 
they are just isn’t right.
Sports, page 8 
Xavier Theatre kicks 
off rep shows
Staff writer Nick Bergeman 
previews Xavier Theatre’s 
new initiative with rep shows 










7:30 p.m., Feb. 17 
7:30 p.m., Feb. 20
7:30 p.m., Feb. 26






7:30 p.m., Feb. 18 
2 p.m., Feb. 20
7:30 p.m., Feb. 24
7:30 p.m., Feb. 27
GSC Theater
*Limited ticket event. 
Ticket information online. 














7:30 p.m., Feb. 19 
2 p.m., Feb. 21
7:30 p.m., Feb. 25
2 p.m., Feb. 27
GSC Theater
“Don’t talk shit 
about Norwood”
Feature, page 12
Staff writer Erica 
Lampert interviews 
Xavier Innovation about 
how to build a better re-
lationship with Norwood.
FEEL THE BERN
With only 14 days until Super 
Tuesday, the presidential candi-
date campaigns are doing all they 
can to raise interest and awareness 
for their respective causes. 
These campaigns are holding 
rallies, crafting speeches and cre-
ating advertisements on social me-
dia and television. As campaigns 
do whatever they can to maintain 
support, some citizens have start-
ed to help their desired candidate 
in a multitude of  ways.
One such group in Ohio called 
#Movement4Bernie will show 
its support by hosting a march in 
Cincinnati titled #March4Bernie. 
This group decided to show its 
support for Democratic candidate 
Sen. Bernie Sanders (D-Vt.) by or-
ganizing a downtown march, fol-
lowing in the spirit of  others across 
the country. According to the event 
page on Facebook, 830 have signed 
up to go, while more than 1,900 
people have shown interest.
“We didn’t think that we would 
have that many people when we 
originally started,” Amber Lauze, 
one of  the event organizers, said. 
“When we started getting over 400 
people signing up, we realized we 
would need some outside help.”
As this event grew in size, 
by the Sanders campaign. This 
event was created by citizens, 
some of  whom are students ei-
ther at Xavier University or the 
University of  Cincinnati. The col-
lege audience attending the rally 
shows the support that Sanders 
has garnered in the younger 
generation. According to Iowa 
Democratic Caucus Exit Polls 
created by NBC, Sanders won 84 
percent of  the votes from those 
aged 17-29. Of  that age group, 
only 18 percent of  eligible partici-
pants voted.
“Engagement in political ac-
tivities is important for a healthy 
democracy,” Dr. Mack Mariani, 
associative professor in the 
Political Science Department, 
said. “While Xavier does not en-
want people to go to rallies and 
events and be involved in what is 
going on.”
Rev. Damon Lynch III, an 
Imam from a local mosque, and 
some of  the organizers are set 
speak at the event, after which a 
social gathering is being arranged. 
The march is set to start at 1 p.m. 
on Feb. 20 at City Hall. More de-
tails for this event can be found 
through its Facebook event page, 




Photo courtesy of facebook.com
Responses to the survey are 
anonymous. The survey is located 
on an offsite server, so no Xavier-
data. Respondents will indicate 
whether they are students, faculty or 
staff, and students will select their 
year and area of  study, but ques-
tions about race, gender and other 
demographics can be skipped.
Students who complete the sur-
vey will be entered into a drawing 
Xavier administrators can see who 
took the survey but cannot connect 
a name with the student’s responses.
The survey results may lead to 
some shifting goals and changes 
-
ments and may also affect club 
funding. Smith said that the survey’s 
of  the university in the future.
“Fr. Graham and other folks 
plans for the university,” Smith 
said.
Smith said that one potential 
change that came up during the 
focus groups was the use of  the 
CDI space.
“One thing we learned is that 
more students who are not African 
American would like to access (the 
CDI) space,” Smith said.
In the meantime, Smith and the 
rest of  the committee in charge of  
the survey’s execution are hoping 
for a good turnout. In order for 
of  students who aren’t usually 
heard, those students must take 
the time to respond.
“It’s important to encourage 
students everywhere to take it,” 
Smith said.
The survey is available at www.
xavier.edu/beheard. It will be 





Ohio’s #Movement4Bernie organizers plan on lining the streets of Columbus and Cleveland on Feb. 26 and March 5, respectively, to welcome Senator Bernie Sanders. 






 Feb. 14, 2:46 a.m. – An 
intoxicated student found 
sleeping in a stairwell in 
Kuhlman Hall was cited for 
disorderly conduct and trans-
ported to his or her residence 
at University Station. 
Feb. 8, 1:22 p.m. – A com-
muter student reported damage 
to his or her car that was parked 
in the 1700 block of  Cleneay 
Avenue. Norwood Police was 
Feb. 9, 1:00 p.m. – A non-
student found sitting in a 
lounge in Fenwick Place was 
arrested on an outstanding war-
rant and released to Cincinnati 
Police. 
Feb. 9, 1:59 p.m. – Xavier 
Police and Residence Life inves-
-
tween two students in the Village 
Apartments. Residence Life will 
follow up. 
Feb. 10, 12:45 p.m. – 
Xavier Police questioned a 
student about a lost backpack 
that was found in a classroom 
in A. B. Cohen Center that 
- Paid Advertisement -
contained a bottle of  vodka. 
The student said he or she 
didn’t know where the bottle 
came from, and the alcohol was 
dumped out.
 An em-
ployee reported the theft of  a 
textbook from the mailroom in 
Elet Hall. 
 Xavier 
Police and Physical Plant assisted 
Residence Life with a water leak in 
Husman Hall. 
 Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
with a possible burglary at a stu-
dent residence in the 3800 block 
of  Spencer Avenue. The house 
was searched and all was clear. 
Feb. 14, 10:04 a.m. – Xavier 
Police, Physical Plant and 
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue helped 
a student who was trapped in an 
elevator in Conaton Learning 
Commons. 
A stu-
dent reported his or her car had 
been damaged or keyed over-









Sophomores and Juniors  
Apply to be a  
Peer Leader! 
Mentor a small group of  first year students and help them 
succeed in their first year at Xavier!  
 
Apply at Xavier.edu/oneapp 
Applications due by February 19th @ 5pm 
 
Questions? Email:  
Peerleader@xavier.edu 
- Paid Advertisement -










At a press conference on 
Wednesday, Turkish Prime 
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
called the U.N. Security Council 
and the international community 
“two-faced” for their growing 
pressures on Turkey to accept 
more Syrian refugees, while ig-
noring the Russian presence in 
Syria.  
Since the outbreak of  the 
Syrian crisis in 2011, mil-
lions have been displaced and 
fled their country, while hun-
dreds of  thousands have been 
killed. 
Turkey was declared a tempo-
rary protection regime, ensuring 
non-refoulement and assistance 
in 22 refugee camps in their 
country and across the Syrian 
border. 
Turkey is the country with the 
world’s largest refugee popula-
tion, having accepted three mil-
lion refugees, more than 2.6 mil-
lion of  whom are Syrians, since 
2011. 
According to the United 
Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC), Turkey 
hosted an estimated 1.8 mil-
lion refugees and asylum-
seekers in 2015. 
A recent exodus of  Syrians 
occurred when Russia backed 
the current Syrian govern-
ment and performed an of-
fensive attack near the city of  
Aleppo. 
border as Russian bombings 
continue. 
However, Turkey has not ac-
cepted any new waves of  refugees, 
only providing them with assis-
tance in camps across the Syrian 
border. 
On Tuesday, UNHRC re-
quested Turkey to accept, “all 
-
ger and seeking international 
protection.”
Continuing his press confer-
ence on Wednesday, Davutoglu 
claimed that Syrian and Russian 
military operations were actu-
ally tools to drive out those 
who did not support the gov-
ernment of  Syrian President 
Bashar Assad. 
By accepting more refu-
gees, Davutoglu argued that 
Turkey would indirectly be 
contributing to Syria’s “ethnic 
cleansing.”
“With every refugee that 
we accept, in a way, we would 
be contributing to this ethnic 
cleansing aim,” Davutoglu said. 
“If  this is a strategy to change 
the demography in Syria, then 
we all have to be vigilant against 
it.”
At a press conference in 
Ankara, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan compared the 
ten billion dollars that Turkey has 
spent on assisting refugees since 
2011, and the 455 million dollars 
UNHRC has sent to Turkey for 
assistance.
“What does the U.N. say? 
‘Open your border to the refu-
gees.’ What are you for then? 
What is your use?” Erdogan 
asked. “We have taken 3 million 
Syrians and Iraqis into our home 
until now. How many did you 
take?”
Turkey’s border has remained 
closed since Friday, only permit-
ting ambulances and aid trucks to 
cross. 
U.S. Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Antonin Scalia was found 
dead Saturday in his room at a 
hunting lodge. Justice Scalia was 
the Court’s leading conservative 
who often brought controversy 
-
ions from the bench. 
Scalia was the quintessen-
tial conservative. Before his ap-
pointment to the high court by 
President Ronald Reagan in 1986, 
Scalia spent his political career 
working for Republican leaders 
who helped shape his conserva-
tive principles. 
In the 1970s, Scalia earned 
two appointments by Republican 
President Richard Nixon as a 
member of  his personal counsel 
and as Assistant Attorney General 
of  the U.S., according to biogra-
phy.com. In the 1980s, President 
Reagan appointed Scalia to the 
Court of  Appeals and later pro-
moted him to the nation’s highest 
court after Chief  Justice Warren 
Burger’s retirement. 
While on the Court, Scalia spent 
more than a quarter century shap-
ing the judicial branch through his 
scholarly interpretation of  the is-
sues. Viewed as a Constitutional 
originalist (someone who inter-
prets the U.S. Constitution the way 
he artfully handed down opinions 
on issues like the Affordable Care 
Act, presidential appointments 
and capital punishment.
On the campaign trail, numer-
ous Republican Presidential con-
tenders shared stories about the 
the bench will be missed. Many 
conservatives were angered by 
Justice Kennedy’s decision to be 
in favor of  same-sex marriage or 
Chief  Justice Roberts’s ruling in 
favor of  the Affordable Care Act.
In a public statement, former 
President George W. Bush (R) 
shared his views of  the late justice. 
“Scalia brought intellect, good 
judgment, and wit to the bench, 
and he will be missed by his col-
leagues and our country,” Bush 
said while remembering the 
79-year-old justice.
For political pundits, Scalia’s 
vacancy offers new fuel for the 
presidential race. Congressional 
Republicans ask that President 
Obama wait 11 months until a 
new president is sworn in and can 
nominate a justice. Democrats 
have argued the president must 
and nominate a successor. 
Numerous news outlets have 
called for politics to be left aside while 
the nation remembers Justice Scalia. 
In an interview with NBC 
News, friend and fellow Justice 
Ruth Ginsburg tried to show the 
softer side of  Scalia.  
“(We) disagreed now and then 
… [but] we were best buddies,” 
Ginsburg said on her memories of  
Scalia. 
Only time will tell how 
Washington reacts to Scalia’s va-
cancy as the nation mourns the 
Supreme Court’s recent history.
A timeline of  events
in Flint’s water crisis
Justice Scalia found dead
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia served on the Court for 30 years.
Photo courtesy of cnn.com
BY JONATHAN HOGUE
Opinions & Editorials Editor
April – Oct. 2014 
Flint switches from Detroit’s 
water supply to the Flint River 
in an effort to save money. 
Shortly after, residents report 
issues with the water including 
bad taste and odor, rashes and 
-
ing that it corrodes car parts, a 
General Motors plant in Flint 
stops using municipal water.
Jan. 2015
An offer is made to reconnect 
Flint to Detroit’s water system. 
Flint’s state-appointed emer-
gency manager declines despite 
the $4 million connection fee 
being waived.Feb. 2015
An expert from the EPA claims 
that the water testing by the 
state was done in a way that 
could understate the lead levels 
in the water.
March 2015
A consultant group that was 
hired by Flint says that the 
water meets state and federal 
-
cally address lead levels.
May 2015
High lead levels are found 
in two more homes that are 
tested.
Aug. 2015
The Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) tells Flint of-
control after results show lead 
levels at 11 parts per billion be-
tween January and June 2015.Sept. 2015
An expert on municipal water 
quality says corrosiveness of  
water is causing lead to leak into 
the water supply, but the DEQ 
denies this claim. Doctors from 
Hurley Medical Center in Flint 
blood of  children, but the 
state maintains that the water 
is safe. Michigan Governor 
Rick Snyder is informed of  the 
problem with lead by the state 
environment department and 
Oct. 2015
-
idated by government epidemi-
ologists, and Flint reconnects 
to Detroit’s water. Dan Wyant, 
the director of  the DEQ, re-
ports that inappropriate fed-
eral protocol was used by his 
staff  for corrosion control.
Dec. 2015
Additional corrosion controls 
are added by the city, but short-
ly after, Flint declares an emer-
gency. Wyant resigns at the end 
of  the month. Jan. 2016
Snyder declares a state of  
emergency for the county, and 
soon after, President Barack 
Obama declares a state of  
emergency in Flint. Up to $5 
million in aid is made available, 
and National Guard troops ar-
rive to hand out bottled water.BY JESSICA GRIGGS
Campus News Editor
Partlow, from Cincinnati, redshirted last season.




Butler beatdown: Xavier wins big
After a tough weekday loss to 
an unranked Creighton squad, the 
Musketeers went in search of  re-
demption at Hinkle Fieldhouse 
on Saturday where Xavier de-
feated the Butler Bulldogs 74-57. 
The Musketeers improved to 22-3 
overall and 10-3 against Big East 
opponents. 
The Musketeers started the 
Creighton game on Feb. 9 go-
Xavier looked for a stronger start 





Two for the road: Women’s basketball drops a pair
It was a tough week for wom-
en’s basketball, dropping both of  
their games, losing 82-52 on the 
road against DePaul and losing on 
the road at Marquette 74-69. 
Xavier went into the game 
against DePaul with a three-game 
winning streak in the Big East. 
Xavier moved to 17-7 (8-5) on 
the season, while the DePaul Blue 
Demons improved to 20-7 (12-2). 
Imani Partlow was the team’s 
leading scorer with a career-high 
11 points. Partlow was also the 
team’s leading rebounder, grab-
While Partlow had a solid in-
dividual game, the team collec-
tively struggled. Xavier was out 
rebounded 41-35 and committed 
a season high of  21 turnovers. 
Xavier opened the game on a 
7-0 run, but DePaul answered with 
a 13-0 run and never trailed again. 
DePaul would lead by as many as 
22 points, 40-18, with 1:49 left in 
lead into the locker room. 
Xavier hit 45 percent of  its 
but committed 15 turnovers that 
the Blue Demons turned into 13 
points, making a big difference in 
the game. 
Xavier tried to bounce back 
against Marquette, but ulti-
mately fell short, losing 74-69 in 
Milwaukee. 
Xavier dropped to 17-8 (8-
6), while Marquette moved to 
13-13 (8-7). The Golden Eagles 
Tweets of the Week
Farr rejects Butler forward Jackson Davis’s shot for one of his three blocks in the game. He has 28 blocks this season.
Photo courtesy of bannersontheparkway.com
also broke the tie in the series as 
Marquette improved to 8-7 in the 
all-time series. 
It was a tight contest through 
and two lead changes with neither 
team leading by more than two 
possessions.  
It was a close game at the end 
of  the 3rd quarter, with Marquette 
ahead by 3 with a score of  51-48. 
However, Marquette opened the 
4th quarter with a 17-2 run to take 
a 68-50 lead with 4:47 left. Xavier 
however, closing the game gap 
-
ing short.  
with a game-high 20 points and a 
Musketeers were able to hit four 
which were three pointers. The 
Bulldogs answered with a pair of  
offensive rebounds that earned 
the team four second-chance 
points, putting the Bulldogs in 
timeout.
The Musketeers returned from 
the break with an answer to the 
Bulldogs’ lead. Junior Myles Davis 
produced a three to put Xavier in 
with a 9-0 run that put them at 
their largest lead of  the game, 
21-13. 
Senior Remy Abell ended the 
Bulldogs’ run with a three, cou-
pled with a basket by sophomore 
Sean O’Mara. The Musketeers 
turned the game around with a 
10-2 run that tied the game at 23 
with 10 minutes left in the period. 
of  the match seemed to wear 
out. While they began the game 
by making 6-of-9, the Bulldogs 
only made three of  the follow-
ing 15. This allowed Xavier to 
take the lead. Butler gained it back 
before Xavier’s 12-0 run put the 
Musketeers comfortably ahead by 
ten points with 3:34 to go before 
the half. 
Xavier continued to outscore 
the home team in the remain-
ing minutes of  the period to gain 
a 14-point lead that carried the 
Musketeers into the break. Abell 
put forth an impressive perfor-
mance in the half, leading Xavier 
in scoring with 10 points. Davis 
posted 9 points, all of  which came 
from perfect shooting from be-
hind the arc. The Musketeers shot 
This nearly doubles the Bulldogs’ 
In the next half, the Bulldogs 
managed to dissolve the 
Musketeers’ lead to as little as sev-
en, but Butler eventually went on 
to score zero points in a span of  
almost four minutes, further build-
ing Xavier’s lead. The Musketeers 
extended the lead to as many as 18 
points before establishing victory 
at 74-57. 
-
and 50 percent from behind the 
arc. Butler only averaged 33.3 per-
-
cent from the three-point line. 
Sophomore J.P. Macura led 
Xavier with 13 points, followed 
by both Abell and freshman 
Edmond Sumner with 12 points. 
Sophomore Trevon Bluiett round-
ed out the squad of  double-digit 
scorers with 11 points. 
Senior James Farr led Xavier 
with 12 rebounds, but the opposi-
tion did have 11 offensive to add 
17 second-chance points to the 
board. 
Xavier returns to action at 7 
p.m. tonight hosting Providence 
for GE Aviation Military 
Appreciation Night. 
Sumner rises for a dunk against St. John’s on Feb. 3. He leads Xavier in assists.
career double-double. She also 
added three assists and two steals. 
Aliyah Zantt added 18 points, 
while Briana Glover and Maddison 
Blackwell scored 16 and 12 points 
respectively to round out the dou-
Although Xavier lost, it won 
the rebounding battle 40-38 and 
had more steals than Marquette 
by a tally of  10-7. 
The Musketeers return to ac-
tion at 7 p.m. on Friday against 
St. John’s at Cintas Center before 
hosting Seton Hall at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. The Seton Hall game will 
be Senior Day for the Musketeers 
and the last home game for Jenna 
Crittendon, Glover and Zantt.
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele
This CBS Sports writer loves his catchphrases, and he’s come up with one for Xavier.
Farr was thankful for the showing that Xavier Nation had in Indianapolis.
Baseball ready to spring into action









How Xavier stacks up in the BE
The third anniversary of  Xavier 
East will be here soon. On March 
its acceptance of  an invitation, 
from the Atlantic 10, Xavier has 
started to form new rivalries and 
its new conference foes. 
It is interesting to see how they 
have fared against the other nine 
itself  with winning records against 
six of  the teams. 
The three teams Xavier holds 
which give them a shot to even 
Wildcats, and in their last meeting 
on New Year’s Eve, Xavier lost 
that game, it will not only be a 
it will also be a heavy weight off  
tests against the Wildcats, the av
erage point differential between 
the teams has been a shade above 
Xavier’s best records are 
straight over the two teams. In 
fact, its most recent wins this sea
son have come from both. 
against Xavier. The average differ
ential in the games played between 
one of  the other six games has 
has played in three overtime 
competition the past three sea
was one. The other two came last 
the extra period  by one and three 
points respectively, which means 
overtime games.
Xavier holds the closest average 
point differential per contest with 
played, the average margin of  vic
differential per contest has been 
seven points. 
viding those into the categories of  
some impressive totals. At home 
Tonight’s game against 
best programs. 
Xavier’s men’s and women’s golf  
teams went off  to Florida to com
spring season. 
The men traveled to Dade 
were in Estero, Fla., playing in the 
ment against opposing schools 
ished seventh of  eight schools. 
team champions. The team then 
of  the event, the team lost in tie
a highly contested overall event. 
Wetterich were the top perform
spective, the team had two players 
tied with two others for 10th. 
For the season, the men will 
Depending on Xavier’s perfor
team in May. As it stands, both 
season. 
side with snow still left on the 
ball season.
to settle as the caboose in the 
conference.
have a chance to reestablish them
selves and pave the way for the 
most vital positions on the dia
the team.
Golf swings away in Fla.
Jernigan beats out a groundball for a hit in a game last season against NKU, one of his 53 hits on the season.
wall behind the plate as well as 
a force in the batter’s box as he 
age from two seasons ago.
over the last two years, providing 
stability and consistency to the 
Kirschner will aim to improve 
from his solid sophomore season 
teams in warmer climates before 




they arrived claiming that the family had brought 
a camera crew to document the situation for their 
reality show. Many are eager to believe that the va-
pid, materialistic image of  the Kardashians is all 
there is to them, and although the camera crew 
rumors were quickly debunked, the media’s will-
ingness to jump on any chance at bashing the 
Kardashians and our willingness to believe it, even 
when the life of  one of  their loved ones is hanging 
in the balance, shows just how little we value them 
as human beings. 
Despite what most people seem to think, 
the Kardashians are obviously effective busi-
nesspeople. If  they weren’t, 
the Kardashian-Jenner fam-
ily wouldn’t have a combined net 
worth of  more than $300 million, 
less than half  of  which comes 
from their numerous reality tele-
vision shows.  
That type of  business prow-
ess would normally garner at least 
some respect from most people 
even if  the businessperson isn’t 
particularly well-liked, but the 
Kardashians rarely receive any re-
spect from the general public be-
cause on the outside it looks as if  
they haven’t done anything to deserve it.  
On the outside, it looks as if  they became fa-
-
cantly less attention for them. 
The Kardashians aren’t for everyone, and there’s 
them fascinatingly entertaining like my roommates 
It’s also okay to disagree with the majority of  
their choices, whether it be the names they pick for 
their children or the amount of  money they spend 
on cosmetic surgery, but hating them because of  
their fame and their 
ability to capitalize 
on it is useless and 
unfair.
     
        
      
 Jessica Griggs is the 
Campus News Editor 
at the Newswire. She 
is a sophomore English 
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First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of  religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of  speech, 
or of  the press; or the right of  the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of  grievances.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per semester within 
the USA and are prorated.  
Subscription and advertising inquiries should be directed 
to the advertising manager, Amanda Jones, at 513-745-3561.  
One copy of  the Xavier Newswire, distributed on campus, is 
free per person per week. Additional copies are to be shared.
Opinions&Editorials Edited by: Jonathan S. Hoguehoguej@xavier.edu
Xavier Newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly throughout the 
-
dents of  Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 
45207-2129.
The Staff  Editorial is written jointly by the editor-in-chief, the 
managing editor and the opinions & editorials editor. Editorials 
whole, but do not necessarily do so.
The statements and opinions of  a columnist do not necessarily 
The statements and opinions of  the Xavier Newswire are not 
necessarily those of  the student body, faculty or administration of  
Xavier University.   
Xavier University is an academic community committed to 
equal opportunity for all persons.
The Xavier Newswire is committed to 
publishing opposing viewpoints and 
opinions in hopes of  fostering dialogue 
on campus among students, faculty and 
staff. The Newswire accepts Letters to the 
Editor on a weekly basis. Comments can 
be submitted online during the week. Please 
contact us if  you have opinions and wish 
to write on a regular basis or a sense of  




Write to us: 
For your information:
February 17, 2016
Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you can’t 
help but keep up with the Kardashians, regardless 
of  how much you probably “can’t stand” them.  
However, the general public’s so-called hatred 
for the family who’s famous for doing nothing 
only arises from the fact that the Kardashians are a 
Scroll through any Facebook newsfeed, and it 
everyone on the arbitrary details of  someone’s 
ordinary life. Susan got engaged at IHOP, Jimmy 
thanked Obama for his inability to drive in danger-
ous weather conditions and another cat video.  
The girl who sits in front of  me 
videos every day as if  she’ll ever 
actually try to make those recipes. 
The Kardashians aren’t much 
different from the average 
Facebook user they just get paid 
to be as obnoxious as most of  us 
family photos, pictures from their 
last vacation to some tropical des-
tination, and their progress after a 
particularly large amount of  weight 
loss. Sound familiar? 
Today everything is online, sta-
tus updates are forms of  expression and likes are 
validation, and the Kardashians have been smart 
enough to capitalize on our culture’s obsession 
with documenting our lives on social media. 
“Keeping Up with the Kardashians” has been 
on television since 2007 and has outlived fad me-
dia like “Jersey Shore” and the “Twilight” craze. A 
show lasting that long doesn’t happen as a result of  
the stars not doing anything to further their popu-
of  a leaked sex tape.  
If  they’re famous for living their lives outra-
geously, it’s because we encourage it and wish we 
could be them. 
It’s jealousy that we harbor for the Kardashians, 
and as a result we forget that they are real people 
with real thoughts, feelings and goals. They’re ex-
tremely family oriented, and they take care of  each 
other when hard times fall on them.  
For example, when Lamar Odom, Khloé 
Kardashian’s estranged husband, fell into a coma 
after a long and tragic downward spiral with drugs, 
the whole family was there to support him despite 
his separation from the youngest Kardashian sister. 
Numerous rumors began circulating as soon as 
Keeping up with the haters 
The sciences are studied in order to advance human manipulation, or as Descartes argued, our “mastery 
over nature.” We study the sciences in order to improve human life and provide a more comfortable exis-
tence for mankind. Indeed, the sciences are extremely important, which is why it does not surprise me when 
I hear science majors say that arts majors are useless.
As someone going for a sciences and arts double major, this upsets me. The fact is arts majors study ma-
terial that speaks to our emotion, something that everyone should be able to relate to. Arts majors produce 
material that is meant to inspire, provoke and relate to us. They manifest human experiences, while the sci-
ences seek to explain the world around those experiences.
 Without the arts, we would have little reason to improve human life. We 
-
istry, biology, physics and mathematics would all become useless without a 
driving force behind their study. The arts give us a reason to study the sci-
ences. The arts force us to feel emotion, which we want to prolong or amplify. 
Without the ability to feel emotion, we have little reason to try and improve 
our lives with the sciences. 
movies to watch, no plays or musicals to see, no art to see, not even music to 
hear. Even those artistic representations of  the cell in your biology textbooks 
would be gone. Televisions would have no purpose other than to educate. I 
think it’s fair to say life would be unbelievably dull. 
By saying the arts are useless, you are basically rejecting most of  the emo-
tionally stimulating and cultural things in the world. You are denying your own 
humanity, and you are proving the arts majors right when we call you a robot. 
The fact is that the sciences and the arts are equally important. The arts give 
our life meaning and motivation while the sciences allow us to live more com-
fortably. Embracing one without the other puts humanity at a standstill. So I 
beg you, celebrate everyone’s passions. After all, what are you accomplishing 
by rejecting people’s aspirations other than being mean?
Luke Byerly is a copy edi-
tor at the Newswire. He is a 
junior Honors Bachelor of  Arts 
and biophysics double major from 
Villa Hills, Ky.
A d v i c e :  L o v e  y o u r  a r t i s t s  a n d  s c i e n t i s t s
K n o c k i n g  a r t s  i s  B . S .
“If  (the Kardashians) 
are famous for living 
their lives outrageasly, 
it’s because we 
encourage it and 
wish we could be 
them. It’s jeaslousy 
that we harbor for the 
Kardashians.” 
- Jessica Griggs 
Hurricane Katrina. If  this illus-
trates anything, let it serve to help 
you understand the abrupt trauma 
and subsequent fragility inevitable 
when white people learn about 
their racism.  
However, racism and superior-
ity are inherent components of  
white identity. To ignore yourself  
is to ignore the plight of  Black 
and Brown people. Within the 
U.S., I don’t enjoy the luxury of  
ignoring my identity. If  you want 
to call yourself  a friend, aware 
or a person who upholds Jesuit, 
Catholic values, learn about your-
self  before you try to learn about 
me.
So, where were you?




Where are Xavier ’s  white  students?
Through 500 years of  enslave-
ment, thousands of  anti-black 
policies and millions of  Black 
lives annihilated in the spirit of  
avarice and hate, the United States 
intentionally assured me that I am 
no more than a Black body: li-
able to suffer the historic conse-
quences of  being in my own skin. 
I know this because I’ve discussed 
it, learned about it and sought to 
challenge the targets placed on my 
Blackness.  
Indeed, as I’m surely not get-
struggle. In light of  the Jesuit val-
ues cura personalis (both intra and 
interpersonal care for the whole 
person) and magis (the act of  glo-
rifying God through a constant 
pursuit of  knowledge and excel-
lence), my personal position raises 
an intriguing question. Why are 
my white counterparts not held to 
similar standards of  identity? 
Can the white students of  
Xavier articulate the manner in 
which the United States has inten-
tionally constructed their identity? 
I won’t answer for white students 
with respect that they would never 
answer for me. However, the real-
ity of  the afore question, the sheer 
existence of  implicit and inherent 
superiority amidst white identity, 
leaves a hole of  concern in my 
heart for the progression of  this 
university.
 Indeed, all persons usually fail 
to question their most comfort-
able beliefs. Thus, I remain de-
pressingly unsurprised that at a 
focused on white identity, white 
students didn’t seem too inclined 
to attend.  
students arrived. However, with 
an attendance ratio of  one White 
student to every 14 Black students, 
all prior assumptions that a strong 
majority of  white students would 
attend an event about themselves 
seems unfathomable. But, I di-
gress. Or, maybe I shouldn’t. So 
during this event, where were you? 
-
rial. I sought to make amends for 
your absence. I provided informa-
tion about white privilege and the 
consequences thereof. I elaborat-
ed on the illogic of  post-racialism 
and the racial dismissiveness of  
colorblindness.  
I cited provocative articles that 
answered the question: Why is it 
so challenging for white people 
to discuss their race? I found 
research articles unpacking the 
intersectionality of  white iden-
tity.  
These same articles addressed 
the history of  gender construc-
tions, race constructions, systems 
of  oppression and systematic het-
eronormative, misogynistic and 
anti-Black white supremacy. I in-
cluded information outlining the 
of  saying #AllLivesMatter amidst 
a #BlackLivesMatter movement. 
Hell, I even went so far as to de-
and prejudice. But then something 
hit me. I realized that everything 
I did — the research, the learn-
ing, the thinking, the critiquing 
and the informing — everything 
I did, you too can do. Indeed, 
online search engines, the library 
and Xavier professors all serve as 
knowledgeable resources.
 If  you don’t know where to 
start, here are three immediate 
-action steps. First, google white 
privilege. Recognize it. Grapple 
with it. Let it make you uncom-
fortable. Second, google white 
allies. Learn it. Live it. Join the 
re-imagination movement. Third, 
previous two steps. Among your-
selves, discuss the unconscious 
and unintentional consequences 
of  implicit bias.  
Devise strategies to combat 
your privilege and dismantle ideo-
logical systems of  white suprem-
acy. And, don’t be afraid to at-
tend a Black Student Association 
meeting. Yes, the Black Student 
Association is open to people 
of  all races, genders, cultures 
and ethnicities from 5-7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.  
the Iraq War and fostering one 
in history, George W. Bush testi-
when Kanye West deemed him a 
racist for his complacent response 
to the Black families devastated by 
“ Why are my 
white counterparts 
not held to similar 
standards of  
identity? Can the 
white students of  
Xavier articulate the 
manner in which 





fect. The U.S. Constitution is a 
political document written by bril-
liant but also incredibly bigoted 
men. For a justice to ignore the 
to the Court and the republic. We 
need a justice who understands 
the Constitution’s strengths and 
virtue. 
My thoughts and prayers are 
with Justice Scalia’s family. The 
nation and I salute his service and 
appreciate his dedication to the 
Court. However, we should not 
forget his faults, and we should 
ensure that his successor repre-
sents the idealistic aims of  our 
country.
There is no doubt that Justice 
Antonin Scalia was a power-
Court. Since his appointment by 
President Reagan at the height of  
the Republican Revolution, Scalia 
was a conservative scholar whose 
legal prose shaped a quarter centu-
ry of  the Court’s rulings.  
Since his death, political ideo-
logues on both sides of  the aisle 
are using his vacancy as a reason 
to rewrite and revise recent his-
tory, but Americans need to know 
the man behind the robe and his 
impact on the judicial branch. 
Though I was not a propo-
nent of  his opinions, Justice Scalia 
was a brilliant mind. His prose 
and ability to convey conserva-
tive principles through Court 
opinions made him the leading 
conservative on the bench. Few 
argue that his scholarship should 
be knocked, but Scalia’s opinions 
did have an adverse and negative 
impact on civic life. 
Throughout his term on the 
Court, Scalia persuaded and ruled 
from a hard-lined Conservative 
position. Whether the issue was 
sex marriage or torture rulings, 
Scalia’s words never failed to gar-
ner criticism. His hard-lined in-
terpretation of  the Constitution 
and at times ignorant views on 
Americans who differed from 
himself  served as nothing more 
than a divisive lightening rod in 
the Court.
-
mative action, Justice Scalia argued 
Black students don’t perform as 
well in high-performing colleges 
because of  education inequality 
in K-12 schools, but claimed uni-
versities should not encourage di-
versity on their campuses because 
this inequity is better suited for 
students of  color. 
“There are those who contend 
Americans to get them into the 
University of  Texas where they 
do not do well, as opposed to 
having them go to a less-advanced 
school, a less — a slower-track 
school where they do well.”
On gay rights, Scalia argued 
homosexuality was an evil simi-
lar to murder or cruelty to ani-
mals which the Court should not 
support. 
“Of  course, it is our moral her-
itage that one should not hate any 
human being or class of  human 
beings. But I had thought that one 
could consider certain conduct 
reprehensible — murder, for ex-
ample, or polygamy, or cruelty to 
animals — and could exhibit even 
‘animus’ toward such conduct.”
These instances represent a 
fraction of  Scalia’s skewed and 
often close-minded approach to 
governance.
Look, no Supreme Court 
Justice is perfect, but there is a de-
gree in which one can harm the 
Court and the people he serves. 
Justice Scalia’s vacancy will be 
to remember the divisiveness and 
hostility his actions brought to the 
Court. 
As the nation moves forward, 
people need to remember a few 
things.
First, Republicans on the 
campaign trail and in the halls 
of  Congress should not impede 
Obama from appointing a re-
President Obama has a constitu-
tional obligation to replace Justice 
Scalia and support the judicial 
branch. If  conservatives want to 
honor Scalia, a man who was a 
constitutional purist, they should 
duties. 
Second, people need to think 
about where the country is go-
ing and what type of  Court we 
want to represent the people. I 
hate the way politicians and pun-
dits label conservative and liberal 
judges. A good judge can rule 
from both perspectives and help 
the court succeed. However, the 
U.S. is not the same nation as it 
was in 1986. 
When Justice Scalia was sworn 
in, President Reagan refused to 
acknowledge the AIDS epidemic 
and the institutionalized dis-
crimination LGBTQ Americans 
faced from his government. Now, 
Americans in growing numbers 
recognize the fact that sexuality is 
not a barrier to liberty. 
We understand viewpoints 
must take on a nuanced approach. 
A proper judge can’t effectively 
rule if  he or she takes an en-
trenched view on issues like af-
or the death penalty. Obama and 
the U.S. Senate need to support a 
justice who realizes that the Court 
has an obligation to use the law to 
protect every American, whether 
he or she is in the majority or the 
minority on a case. 
Lastly, and this is a personal 
view, the Constitution is not per-
Re m e m b e r i n g  S c a l i a ’ s  c o n t r ove r s i a l  l e g a c y
Jonathan S. Hogue is the Opinions & 
Editorial Editor at the Newswire. He is 
a senior Philosophy, Politics and the Public 
major from Aurora, Ill.  
H ow  t h e  h i g h  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n  s h o u l d  mo v e  f o rwa r d 
Taylor Zachary is a junior sociology 
major from Oakland. 









Beyoncé's 'Formation' delivers a real message
'Deadpool' brings laughs to theaters
BY ZENAB SAEED
Staff  Writer
"The Life of Pablo"
West drops new album on Tidal
Following many delays, chang-
es and great anticipation, Grammy 
Awar-winning artist Kanye West 
released his seventh studio album 
titled “The Life of  Pablo” on Feb. 
14. 
The album, which was released 
by GOOD Music and Def  Jam 
-
lease after his 2013 release of  
critically-acclaimed and Grammy-
nominated “Yeezus.” 
West began work on “The 
Life of  Pablo” in late 2013. The 
album, which was originally titled 
“So Help Me God,” was initially 
projected for release in 2014. West 
switched the name of  the album 
to “Waves” and “Swish” before 
ultimately deciding on “The Life 
of  Pablo.” 
Fans initially thought the al-
bum title was in reference to art-
ist Pablo Picasso, whom West fa-
mously compared himself  to in a 
2014 speech at Oxford University 
and in a line from “No More 
Parties in L.A.” previously re-
leased before the album.
“My goal, if  I was going to do 
become Picasso or greater,” West 
said.
Following a series of  tweets 
from West the day before the 
release of  his album, the actual 
meaning of  his album title was 
revealed as a reference to the 
Spanish name for Apostle Paul. 
Singles released in 2015 
like West’s “Only One,” 
“FourFiveSeconds” (featuring 
Rihanna and Paul McCartney) 
Valentine’s Day is a time for 
love and romance, meaning rom-
coms, Nicholas Sparks movies 
and Fox’s “Deadpool.”
Alright, so one of  those is 
not like the others. Nonetheless, 
during opening weekend, beat-
ing out the more stereotypical 
The astounding numbers that 
came from opening weekend were 
not just a result of  “Deadpool” 
readers waiting several years for 
Some fans worried that the 
buildup may lead to unrealistic 
expectations, but the movie suc-
ceeded all on its own. 
Despite Ryan Reynolds’ dis-
appointing run as the Green 
Lantern, the actor seems to have 
as “Deadpool.” 
“Deadpool” tells the tale of  
Wade Wilson (Ryan Reynolds), 
a mercenary with a smart mouth 
and dark sense of  humor. After 
being diagnosed with terminal 
cancer, Wilson turns to medical 
experimentation that unlocks his 
mutant genes and leaves him dis-
power.
Fortunately for viewers, 
Wilson’s unfortunate circum-
stances do not rid him of  his sense 
of  humor. Despite his newly ac-
quired alter ego,  Deadpool pro-
vides a healthy dose of  laughter 
through his many inappropriate 
jokes.
For comic book purists, 
“Deadpool” might be a slight let-
down as it doesn’t exactly follow 
the comic books. For anyone else, 
it’s a hilariously enjoyable way to 
spend 108 minutes. 
Although Deadpool’s mutant 
abilities make him nearly impossi-
ble to kill, the anti-hero barely sur-
vived his appearance in “X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine.” Not to wor-
ry, though. The anti-hero’s solo 
movie remedied the mistakes of  
the past and restored Deadpool to 
his proper place in the hearts of  
fans everywhere. 
Unfortunately, “Deadpool” 
such, the present story was lack-
formed and well thought out. 
To make up for the present-day 
story, “Deadpool” writers threw 
in even more jokes and violence. 
It suited the character, but a more 
in-depth story would have pol-
If  you’re hoping for a family-
friendly superhero movie, look 
elsewhere. Where most Marvel 
movies fall into the PG-13 range, 
category. 
With graphic violence, sexual 
humor and content, this particular 
superhero movie is not appropri-
ate for younger audiences. 
Photo courtesy of foxmovies.com
Deadpool's talkative nature and tendency to break the fourth wall is used by writers to create humorous effect.
Following the release of  
Beyoncé’s newest single and 
its music video on Feb. 6, 
“Formation” became the subject 
of  controversy. 
Initially, the controversy 
surrounding the music video 
stemmed from accusations that 
the video borrowed footage 
from a 2013 short documentary 
titled “That B.E.A.T” about New 
Orleans and the city’s culture 
without permission. 
Filmmakers Abteen Bagheri 
and Chris Black took to Twitter 
to accuse “Formation” director 
Melina Matsoukas of  using foot-
that they did not grant permission. 
In response to these accusations, 
a representative for Beyoncé stat-
ed that the consent was granted 
to use the documentary footage. 
Director Matsoukas also took to 
Twitter to express admiration and 
-
tic perspective. 
became the subject of  even more 
controversy, this time for the con-
tent and message of  her song and 
video. 
Photo courtesy of popsugar.com
Beyoncé's 'Formation' video has been a trending topic in the media and has received both support and opposition.
The lyrics of  “Formation” 
New Orleans style hip-hop called 
“bounce music,” discuss impor-
tant and relevant topics like tak-
ing pride in her racial heritage, the 
Black Lives Matter movement and 
the status and struggles of  black 
people in America. 
The day after releasing her sin-
gle, the Grammy Award-winning 
artist then performed it during the 
halftime show of  the Super Bowl. 
Her performance was an instant 
target of  criticism. Critics argued 
that Beyoncé’s performance was 
inappropriate for the event, say-
ing that she used it as an oppor-
tunity to push a political agenda. 
Critics were especially upset that 
the singer’s backup dancers were 
dressed in costumes reminiscent 
of  the Black Panther movement. 
These critics failed to realize 
that we do not get to decide when 
it is appropriate to talk about the 
reality that our country is facing. 
Why is the Super Bowl halftime 
show an inappropriate venue for 
this sort of  artistic expression? 
Why should an artist have to apol-
ogize for the message of  her song 
or its music video, especially when 
they show a reality that is impor-
tant for everyone to recognize? 
In response to the absurdity 
of  the controversy, comedy show 
“Saturday Night Live” aired a 
sketch on its Feb. 13 episode 
mocking the uproar surrounding 
the video. 
Though “SNL” poked fun at 
the criticism Beyoncé is facing for 
her song and video, it is important 
to understand the reality of  the 
situation. 
Beyoncé may be a pop star and 
many of  her songs may not fea-
ture politically driven undertones, 
but it does not mean that she 
does not have the power or right 
to continue to make music that 
makes a difference. 
By using her platform to bring 
attention to important issues 
and realities surrounding race in 
America, Beyoncé is using her tal-
ent and artistic perspective to pro-
mote greater understanding and 
open-mindedness.
 She should not be the subject 
of  criticism for making such a 
brave and meaningful decision. 
Photo courtesy of tidal.com
West announced on Twitter that his 
album will only be available on Tidal.
and “All Day” were initially writ-
ten for West’s new album but were 
instead replaced with 18 entirely 
new songs. 
The hip-hop album, which is 
nearly an hour long, includes col-
laborations with artists Chance 
the Rapper, Kid Cudi, Rihanna, 
The Weeknd, Frank Ocean and 
Kendrick Lamar. 
West performed songs 
“Ultralight Beam” and 
“Highlights” off  of  the album on 
the Feb. 13 episode of  “Saturday 
Night Live.”
The album has received mixed 
reviews from fans due to some 
deviation from West's previous 
work. Despite this, critical reviews 
of  “The Life of  Pablo” are gener-
ally favorable. 
West debuted the album at 
Madison Square Garden along-
side the fashion show for his new 
Yeezy Season 3 apparel line. 
Although West has not yet an-
nounced plans for a tour to pro-
mote the album, it is currently 
available for streaming on music-
streaming service website Tidal 









Xavier Theatre to run three shows in rotation
Kylie Jenner is more than just a reality star
Photos courtesy of twitter.com
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
BY KATRINA GROSS
Staff  Writer
Kardashian and Jenner are 
both names that tend to trigger 
a gut reaction in whoever hears 
them. 
There are many critics of  the 
Kardashian-Jenner clan that claim 
they do not deserve their fame 
or fortune nor do they have any 
real talent. Such criticisms can 
tough-skinned of  adults to han-
dle. With all of  the criticism, it’s 
amazing that the youngest of  the 
Kardashian-Jenner clan, Kylie, 
who was an infantile nine-year-
old when “Keeping up With The 
has become an extremely success-
ful entrepreneur, model, author, 
awards show host, fashion design-
er and homeowner. 
Despite being 18 years old, 
Kylie already has a following of  
million Instagram followers) 
which has allowed her to become 
involved in a number of  success-
ful solo business ventures. Kylie’s 
with brand Bellami Hair, where 
she created Kylie Hair Kouture 
hair extension clip-ins. She has 
Forget what you thought you 
knew about college theater, be-
cause Xavier Theatre is going for 
something a little different this 
time. 
Beginning today, Xavier 
Theatre is opening three shows 
in the same week, including the 
premiere of  a new play written by 
Newswire Editor-in-Chief, Tatum 
Hunter.
Modeled after the style of  rep-
ertory theatre, the three shows 
run in rotation for two weeks. 
“Betrayal” by Harold Pinter will 
by August Strindberg will pre-
miere on Feb. 18 and “Begotten” 
by Hunter will premiere on Feb 
19. 
After the shows’ premieres 
they begin to rotate their runs, 
giving audiences plenty of  oppor-
tunities to attend.
 Repertory theatre may not be 
for the theatre department.
Pinter’s “Betrayal” is directed 
by Bruce Cromer, who many lo-
cals will recognize from his long 
tenure as Ebenezer Scrooge in 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park’s 
“A Christmas Carol.” 
-
ity and lies in relationships be-
tween two best friends and the 
woman that is married to one, but 
having an affair with the other. 
Cromer invites audiences to 
engage with the play, as he says 
that Pinter demonstrates a mas-
sive amount of  content through 
subtext, which the show seeks to 
illuminate.
“The audience is mainly see-
ing the tip of  the iceberg, but they 
need to look for the entire thing,” 
Cromer said.
Regina Pugh, who directed 
Black Fly Spring at Xavier last 
year, directs the production 
of  Strindberg’s “Miss Julie.” 
However, it might be more ac-
curate to call it Xavier’s “Miss 
Julie,” as Pugh says that the pro-
duction about a young woman’s 
affair with a valet, and the fallout 
that follows, will be different than 
any production done before. This 
owes primarily to the script’s as-
sembly from different translations 
and heavy collaboration from the 
students.
“What they have created is 
uniquely their own,” Pugh says.
Perhaps the crown jewel of  the 
experience is “Begotten,” the pre-
miere of  a student show by Tatum 
Director Bridget Leak has collabo-
rated with Hunter throughout the 
development of  the story about 
two mothers experiencing loss, 
which she says has been treated 
as a professional show since the 
beginning.
“Doing and premiering a show 
like this is scary, but it’s so excit-
ing,” Leak says.
All three shows might be rather 
small, but consider what it takes to 
put on a single production. 
At the bare minimum, let’s say 
a play has a cast, director, stage 
manager, set designer, light de-
signer, sound designer and cos-
tume designer. 
Multiply that by three, and re-
member that Xavier’s Theatre 
students with a small, shared 
space for rehearsal. 
Buy tickets online through the 
Xavier website or at the Xavier 
also partnered with PacSun, 
Madden Girl and TopShop to cre-
novel and, most recently, made her 
entrance into the cosmetics world 
with her Kylie Lip Kits. The spe-
cial six Valentine’s Day colors sold 
Kylie also recently announced 
that she would be manufactur-
ing three nail polish lines in the 
upcoming months. She has made 
enough off  her business ventures 
to purchase two luxury vehicles, 
which she then customized, and 
a mansion worth an estimated 
pool, library, home theatre, court-
her friends stay over. Remember, 
she is only eighteen. 
That being said, the most im-
pressive thing about Kylie Jenner 
is the way that she handles herself. 
There are plenty of  examples of  
young stars and starlets who get 
into less-than-admirable hijinks 
because of  the fame, money, and 
more importantly, lack of  supervi-
sion associated with being a young 
star. 
However, Kylie, and sister 
Kendall included, have managed 
to completely stay out of  trouble 
Photo courtesy of elle.com
in regards to partying, boys and 
any sort of  things one would 
normally associate with a teen-
age girl. The worst thing Kylie 
-
per, Tyga, and inadvertently in-
spire an online challenge, the 
#KylieJennerLipChallenge. 
But Kylie has done a number 
of  charitable acts as well, includ-
ing donating multiple times to the 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
and volunteering with Tyga at 
a homeless shelter to feed the 
hungry.
Whether or not you agree that 
Kylie is deserving of  her fame, it 
is very easy to see that she is at 
least trying to do more with her 
life than be a “reality star.” 
Kylie’s involvement in her 
plethora of  business ventures and 
ability to stay out of  trouble in the 
spotlight despite her impressive 
media presence worldwide, makes 
her one of  the most admirable 
eighteen-year-old girls I know.





You wouldn’t abandon the city, Norwood I
Moriah Pie is a local pizza res-
taurant that uses only locally-
grown ingredients and features 
a pay-what-you-can menu. Run 
by Robert and Erin Lockridge 
out of  the Speckled Bird Cafe, 
the shop is only open on Fridays 
from 4:30 - 9:30 p.m. This local 
treasure can be found at 1766 
Mills Ave.
With weekly magic demonstra-
tions, Haines House of  Cards is 
a magic shop that has attracted 
much attention. Using Cash 
Mob, a program supporting 
community patronage, the shop 
attracted residents who wished 
to support the local novelty. 
Haines House of  Cards is locat-
ed at 2514 Leslie Ave.
A Norwood staple since 1970, 
Bluebird Restaurant is a great 
place for a hot breakfast. 
Complete with friendly employ-
ees and an old-timey juke-box at 
each table, Bluebird has already 
captured the hearts and stom-
achs of  the community. It can 
be found at 4629 Montgomery 
Rd.
The Holy Spirit Center is a 
largely abandoned seminary that 
today serves as a retreat center 
and eye-catching landmark. For 
those interested in exploring 
and attending one of  the masses 
that are still held, or seeing the 
Marian apparition that suppos-
edly appears, the center can be 
found at 5440 Moeller Ave.
To satisfy your sweet-tooth, the 
Murray Bros. Old-Time Store is 
the pleasantly retro place to go. 
Not only do they offer old-fash-
ioned candies, but they also sell 
spices like saffron in bulk. It is 
close to Xavier’s campus in the 
Surrey Square Mall Shopping 
Center at 4444 Montgomery 
Ave. 
A unique business that is rela-
tively new to Norwood is True 
Freedom Recovery Yoga, a non-
on donations. The studio offers 
free classes and support group 
sessions for recovering addicts in 
the area. Classes are also open to 
the general public. The studio is 
located at 4501 Allison St. 
Many upperclassmen opt to move into 
the neighborhoods that surround Xavier af-
ter the constraint of  living on campus for one or 
two years. Students tend to settle in the streets  of  
Norwood, sharing the neighborhood with families 
and other local residents. However, the interaction 
between them has been bumpy over the years.
As an active resident of  Norwood and the 
Director of  Woven Oak Initiatives, a program in-
tent on creating community connections among the 
residents of  Norwood, Angela Pancella has exten-
sive knowledge and experience when it comes to this 
relationship. While many Xavier students may call 
Norwood home, Pancella points out that they still 
may not know much about the city.
“Many people don’t know that Rookwood 
Commons is actually in Norwood,” Pancella said. 
An improved knowledge of  the city may 
lead to more students making use of  all it has 
to offer. Having lived in Norwood 
for ten years, Pancella’s knowl-
edge of  Norwood is supported by 
“I’m sure that more students fre-
quenting Norwood establishments 
would be well-received,” Pancella said. 
By patronizing more local businesses, students can 
support the community and contribute to the city that 
they call home. Among Pancella’s favorite features of  
Norwood is its walkability, which makes it simple for 
Xavier students to explore and utilize its businesses. 
“Norwood offers businesses that are close-
by and interesting. Not the typical cookie-cutter 
stores,” Pancella said. 
Among these unique businesses are Haines House 
of  Cards, a local magic shop, and Moriah Pie, a pay-
what-you-can pizza shop. See the sidebar for a complete 




Dr. Tom Merrill teaches the 
returning Design Thinking 
course this year. The course 
utilizes methods like the 
idea board (below), on 
which students empathize, 
their creative ideas. 
A few years ago, Dr. Tom Merrill, the director 
of  the School of  Arts and Innovation, attended a 
Design Thinking Bootcamp at Stanford University 
where principal designer for GE Healthcare Doug 
Dietz transformed healthcare for children and their 
families by improving on the MRI ma-
chine he had created himself.
“I remember telling him that this 
was the hospital’s problem and not his 
when we were talking about it,” Merrill 
said. “He said it was his machine that 
caused the fear, and he should be will-
After several meetings with doctors, 
nurses, patients and families, Dietz 
by changing the direction of  the MRI 
bolts. This change was minimal, but 
it allowed hospitals to save money on 
sedatives for scared patients while cre-
ating pirate ships and spaceships out of  
one of  the world’s scariest machines.
“Doug managed to change how the 
patients experienced the MRI. He was able to get a 
young boy with cancer to say ‘Mom, can I please do it 
again?’ and leave her with a bright moment in her day,” 
Merrill said. 
Dietz’ work has inspired Dr. Merrill to apply 
this type of  learning for his own students. His new 
Design Thinking class allows students to 
get an innovation minor 
with the College of  Business and pursue this new way 
of  learning and thinking.
“This will be my second time teaching this class,” 
Merrill said. “Last semester was focused on startup 
programs, now we are trying to improve Xavier’s rela-
tions with Norwood.” 
Xavier has been able to create relationships with 
Evanston and Avondale, but the rela-
tionship with Norwood is still minimal. 
“We really want to reach out to 
Norwood through interactions and un-
derstanding,” Merrill said. “Right now, 
our only relationship with them is to 
-
ball games away from them.” 
Tools like Batterii, a data storage 
program used by companies like Adidas 
and Coca Cola, will help the class in 
their efforts. 
“Once the class learns how to input 
their data into Batterii, we will start brain-
storming ideas to share with the com-
munity from the interviews we will do 
asking community members how we can 
help them,” Merrill said. “If  they look at us like we are 
crazy then we will go back to the drawing board. As I’ve 
told my students several times, this is not a linear pro-
cess. There’s going to be a lot of  going back and forth.” 
spring break and they will be able to pitch their ideas 
“My goal is to get the students to get their hands 
dirty, boots on the ground and learn by doing instead of  
lecturing. I also hope to complete our Design Thinking 
Challenge and build these better relationships with 
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